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Greetings All! 
     As always, there’s much to share 
about what is happening across our 
State now and in the future.  We had 
our 4th Quarter meeting 7-8 Novem-
ber in Raleigh hosted by the Trian-
gle Chapter.  We’re very grateful to 
the Chapter leadership for their great 
organizational skills and it was a joy 
working with them as well as every 
other hosting Chapter.  We had a 
full agenda for our business meeting 
and here are the highlights.   
     Biennial State Convention:  I 
presented a draft schedule for this 11
-14 June 2015 event at the High 
Hampton Inn and Country Club at 
Cashiers.  Please remember that this 
is convention is for ALL NC Chap-
ter members. This site is truly a 
North Carolina treasure! My thanks 
to Chapters for putting information 
in your newsletters, on your web-
sites and for encouraging attendance 
when you have your meetings.  Our 
Council website also has complete 

information and registration materi-
als.  moaa-nc.org  Our overall goal 
is to have quality fellowship time 
while enjoying multiple activities in 
this beautiful site.   We’ll have pres-
entations after breakfast, tee times 
starting at 1100,  exploring the 
lovely towns of Cashiers and High-
lands as well as the hiking trails, wa-
ter sports, spectacular waterfalls are 
just a few of the activities available. 
We’re on VADM Ryan’s calendar 
as well as numerous other VIP’s.  
      In honor of our National Guard 
service members that were deployed 
in support of Operations OIF and 
OEF, we now have a fundraising 
program to bring a National Guard 
family to High Hampton.  The draw-
ing for the winner will be on 14 Feb-
ruary.   Each Chapter has raffle tick-
ets to sell.  The price is $10 for one 
and $100 for 12 tickets.  The prize is 
a week’s vacation on beautiful Caro-
lina Beach.  

Continued on page 2 
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     Legislative Action Communication Pro-
gram:  We’re in the final stages of planning 
for the implementation of this program which 
is being sponsored by the 4th Branch and Fed-
eral Retiree Task Force.  Your NCCOC 
members of these groups know from great 
experience with the National MOAA pro-
gram, that the use of this type of technology 
can really make a difference in providing in-
formation to our National level Legislators.  
With our State level program, we’ll be focus-
ing on state level issues of importance with 
the Bailey extension being #1.  I’m honored 
to serve on the Communications and Legisla-
tive Committees for the 4th Branch.  We have 
strong MOAA member support for both or-
ganizations.  I also want to recognize the 
great Chapter level legislative work that is 
being done.  COL Harley Ellinger has done 
a super job in coordinating with Chapter rep-
resentatives and all of our excellent work is 
recognized by National MOAA. 
     JROTC Instructor of the Year Pro-
gram:  Many thanks to COL Bob Penny of 
the Triangle Chapter for his leadership in 
getting this program together so that we can 
recognize the significant contributions of of-
ficer and NCO instructors at the local and 
state levels.  Stay tuned for progress reports! 
     Veterans Day Programs:  Our Chapters 
have been demonstrating their superb leader-
ship skills and commitment to their local 
communities, as we celebrated Veterans Day.  
It takes months of strong organizing and co-
ordinating to bring these events to fruition 
and I am so proud of all of you!  Your rele-
vant work really makes a difference and 
helps to educate the young and recognize the 
service of all Veterans and their families.  
Governor McCrory used 11 November to 
announce the official, coordinated approach 
to all things related to Veterans, NC4VETS.  
Please remember that our Council Website 
also serves as a repository for information 
related to national and state veterans related 
information.  
     National Level Recognition:  Seven of 
our Chapters received either 4 or 5 Star Lev-
els of Excellence Awards recently at the 
MOAA Annual Meeting in Virginia.  Our 

Council was also recognized for our recruit-
ing and retention efforts this past quarter. 
Many thanks to CAPT David Lee for his co-
ordinating work with Chapter Membership 
Chairs.   And please know that every effort to 
reach out and bring in new members and then 
make them feel welcomed and a part of a 
Chapter makes a positive difference!  Go 
North Carolina!!! 
     Vietnam War 50th Commemorative 
Partner Program:  We applied as a Council 
for this Department of Defense program.  I 
r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  y o u  v i s i t  
www.vietnamwar50th.com to learn more 
about this most important opportunity to rec-
ognize the sacrifices and contributions of our 
service members and their families during the 
Vietnam War.  You will see our Council 
listed in the alphabetical listing of partners as 
well as on the NC map (check out Sanford 
for our Chapter as it’s my home address).  
Thanks to the Catawba Valley Chapter for 
organizing amazing displays that they’ve 
now given to the Council for sharing across 
the State. Our Council received a number of 
items and again, we’re sharing. 
     1st Quarter Meeting, 16-17 January 
2015, hosted by Coastal Carolina Chapter.  
We’ll be meeting in the beautiful, historic 
city of New Bern.  Details are in this issue of 
Council Comments as well as our Council 
website.  
     Holidays and Installations:   Ed and I 
wish you all a wonderfully memorable Holi-
day Season.  I know that you will remember 
our service members still deployed around 
the world and very often in harm’s way.  
Your prayers for their safety and wellbeing 
are so important.  I know that you will never 
stop thinking of and working for our 
wounded warriors and their families.  Thank 
you for all that you do that demonstrates our 
strong values and dedication to our Nation.   
We have a number of Chapter installations 
coming up.  We need to recognize those who 
have served in important positions and then 
recognize those who have stepped up to the 
plate and volunteered to share their leader-
ship skills and energy to continue to make a 
difference across the State.  Bless you  
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North Carolina Driver’s License Offers “VETERAN” Label 

  11/16/2014 NCDOT News Release  
 RALEIGH — Qualified North Caro-
lina military veterans are now able to 
carry the designation “VETERAN” 
on their driver licenses and identifi-
cation cards. Thanks to a law passed 
by the General  Assembly, veterans 
who have been honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Armed Forces who 
present their DD-214 discharge form 
can apply at a driver license office 
for the new designation. 
     “We are happy to have this new 
program underway,” said state Mo-
tor Vehicles Commissioner  Kelly 
Thomas .  “If you’re a vet , we hope 
you’ll take advantage of this new op-
portunity to carry your record of ser-
vice and your state’s appreciation 
with you anywhere you go.” 
     Thomas ,  NCDOT Secretary 
Tony Tata ,  legislative members,  and 
representatives of the state’s Veter-
ans Affairs Office and the N.C. Re-
tail Merchants Association kicked 
o f f  t h e  l a un c h  o f  t h e  n ew 
“VETERAN” designation in March at 
the N.C. Museum of History before 
an exhibit  about North Carolina ser-

vice members.  
     Military veterans requested the 
designation to assist  them in obtain 
military discounts from a wide vari-
ety of retailers and service providers 
without having to show their military 
discharge form. Putt ing the designa-
tion on the driver license or ID card 
enables the state’s veterans to show 
their photo ID and 
their veteran status at the same time. 
Many states are making such desig-
nations available.  
     Veterans who are interested in 
applying for the designation should 
take their DD-214 discharge form to 
their local driver l icense office to 
show they been honorably dis-
charged. They can request the desig-
nation be added to their l icense at  
their next renewal at no additional  
charge. If  they would like to add the 
designation at any other t ime, they 
may present the discharge form and 
request  a duplicate license at  a driver 
license office.  
                                                       
  ***NCDOT*** 
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Photos from the 4th Qtr. State Council Meeting in Raleigh 
(Photos by Maj Bill Culler USMC (Ret.)) 

     
 
      Triangle President CPT John Loving USA (Ret.) 
presides over the Friday night dinner meeting at the 
NC State University Club in Raleigh on 7 November. 

     
 
     The Triangle Chapter arranged for some wonder-
ful entertainment by “The Chamber Chicks” during 
the cocktail hour of the Friday night dinner at the NC 
State University Club. 

      
 
     Cadets from the Air Force JROTC Unit at Sander-
son High School presented the colors at the Friday 
dinner at the NC State University Club in Raleigh on 
7 November. 

   Awaiting dinner at the NC State University Club are (l-r) 
SENCLand President CAPT John Stewart USN (Ret.), 
Melinda Stewart, Gary Aljets,  State Council Secretary CDR 
Carol Aljets USN (Ret.), Charlotte-Metrolina President-
Elect Col Bob Morgan USMC (Ret.), Carol Morgan, Coastal 
Carolina President CAPT Marie Senzig NC USN (Ret.), 
Central Carolina President and State Council 2dVP CAPT 
David Lee USNR (Ret.) and Catawba Valley President COL 
Joe Cansler USA (Ret.)   
     (The empty chair was later warmed by Maj Bill Culler 
USMC (Ret.) who was taking the photo).  
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COASTAL CAROLINA CHAPTER of the 
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
The COASTAL CAROLINA Chapter of MOAA is pleased to host the 1st quarter North Caro-
lina Council of Chapters meeting January 16-17, 2015 in New Bern. 
The Program: 
On Friday, January 16th, out-of-town attendees will check into the hotel and attend a dinner 
sponsored by the Coastal Carolina chapter. On Saturday, January 17th, a regular Council of 
Chapters business meeting will be held from 0830-1200. 
Hotel Information: 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 100 Middle Street, New Bern, 
NC 28560 at a special room rate of $90/night plus tax of 12.75%. This rate is good for Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday nights in case you wish to stay over in New Bern after the meeting. 
There are 10 rooms reserved for Thursday evening, 25 rooms for Friday evening and 15 rooms 
for Saturday evening. Check in is 3 PM. The hotel has a buffet breakfast for $10.00. There is 
also a coffee shop, BEAR TOWNE JAVA and THE BAKERS KITCHEN on Middle Street that 
offer pastries and coffee or breakfast. 
To reserve your room, please call (252)-638-3585 or 1-855-610-TREE. Make your reservation 
no later than December 16th to obtain the special rate. The block of rooms will be released 
after this date. 
The hotel is located just off US Hwy 70. Take the Washington/Bayboro exit 417 A&B, then 
take the New Bern exit 417A. Go over the A. A. Cunningham Bridge over the Trent River and 
turn left onto Front street. You may then turn left onto either Craven Street or Middle street to 
access the DoubleTree parking lot. 
Friday Dinner: 
The Friday, January 16th evening dinner will be held at The Chelsea restaurant at 335 Middle 
Street in historic downtown New Bern in the upstairs dining room (elevator available). It is a 
slow 8 minute walk or a brisker 6 minute walk from the hotel. You can also park for free in the 
First Citizens Bank parking lot directly across the street from the Chelsea after 5:00 PM and on 
weekends. The dinner will begin at 6:00 PM with a cash bar followed by dinner at 7:00 PM. 
Please use the registration form on the next page. The cost of the meal will be $29.70 per 
person. You have entree choices of fish, chicken or beef. 



    
Page 6      Volume  XVIII                            November 2014

Saturday Council of Chapters Meeting: 
The Saturday morning business meeting will also be held at the Chelsea restaurant upstairs 
meeting room. The meeting is scheduled from 0830-1200. 
Saturday morning the spouses will have history at their beck and call. Within steps from the 
hotel are historic walking tours, trolley tours, Tryon Palace (the original Colonial Capital), the 
North Carolina History Center and the birthplace of Pepsi-Cola. There are many wonderful res-
taurants for lunch within easy walking distance of the hotel and many lovely shops to explore! 
Friday attire: Coat and tie for men and appropriate dress for ladies 
Saturday attire: Comfortable, season appropriate clothing 
Further Information will be posted on the Council of Chapters website in the near future. 
Name(s) MOAA member and spouse____________________________Rank_________ 
Chapter________________________________Phone Number_____________________ 
Dinner price: $29.70 includes salad, dinner roll, dessert and beverage (iced tea & coffee). 
Entrée choices 
Baked Salmon/Champagne Dill Sauce, rice pilaf, sautéed squash and zucchini 
Chicken Bruschetta, rice pilaf, sautéed squash and zucchini 
Beef Tenderloin Shoulder, garlic mashed potatoes, sautéed squash & zucchini 
Choice(s) 
Fish _________ Number of meals _________ 
Chicken_________ Number of meals ______ 
Beef____________ Number of meals_______ 
Check enclosed for _______Make checks: Payable to CCMOA 
Mail checks/reservations to: Marie Senzig, 104 Knights Court, New Bern, NC 28562 
Submit to arrive: No later than January 10th. 
 
We look forward to your visit to the second oldest town in North Carolina in January. 
Marie S. Senzig 
CAPT NC USN (Ret.) 
Coastal Carolina President 
 

The Chelsea Restaurant 
335 Middle Street 

The New Bern DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
100 Middle Street on the Trent River waterfront 



North Carolina State MOAA 
Convention 

11-14 June 2015 
High Hampton Resort, Cashiers 
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     The location for the NC Council of 

Chapters state convention in 2015 is the 

High Hampton Inn located in Cashiers, NC 

in the heart of the Blue Ridge mountains.  

 To register for the June 2015 State 

Convention, use the registration form 

on page 9.   Fill it out and send it in 

with your deposit NLT 25 January 

2015. 

 * Chapters are reminded that this event 

is for ALL North Carolina Council and 

Chapter members and their families. 

While there may be a few times when 

Council and Chapter officers and presi-

dents will meet for business, the main 

theme of the convention will be to share 

in the FUN and the camaraderie of our 

like-minded members and their families. 

About the Inn: 

     Listed on the National Register of His-

toric Places, High Hampton Inn has wel-

comed guests to this North Carolina moun-

tain town since 1922. Originally developed 

as a summer retreat to escape the heat of the 

low country, wealthy families traveled by 

train and then horse and buggy to reach the 

retreat. Today the Inn welcomes guests to 

its 1400 acres in the foothills of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains. The Inn offers rooms in 

the main house as well as a collection of 

cottages. The exterior of the Inn is made 

from chestnut and poplar shingles while the 

interior contains natural woods from the 

original estate in a board and batten pattern. 

The rustic rooms are woodsy, yet elegant 

and feature hand-hewn twig and mountain 

crafted furnishings with private baths. In the 

tradition of mountain living, there are no 

televisions or telephones in the rooms. 

However, as a nod to the 21st century, wire-

less internet and televisions are available in 

the lobby and common areas of the rustic 

lodge. 

     Meals are bountiful Southern culinary 

affairs using fresh seasonal ingredients and 

traditional recipes that have been handed 

down over the generations. Favorites such 

as High Hampton fried chicken, local rain-

bow trout and herb crusted prime rib are all 

served in an elegant buffet style. Three 

complete meals per days are included. 

     The mountain air and atmosphere en-

courage outdoor activities including swim-

ming in the Inn’s crystal clear lake or hik-

ing on the many trails. A spa, fly fishing, 

shuffleboard croquet, corn toss, paddle 

boats as well as golf are also available. A 

special discounted group golf rate of $60 

per person including green fees and carts is 

being offered. Offsite, a visit to the quaint 

towns of Cashiers and Highlands is 

planned. 

Costs:  $979 per couple; $849 sin-

gle...Includes 3 nights lodging, all meals, 

taxes and gratuities. Also includes group 

meetings private cocktail party, special 

group banquet with surprise speaker.   
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 Please join us at the  
Biennial Statewide Convention  

11-14 June 2015 at the  
High Hampton Inn and Country Club – Cashiers, NC  

Every two years, we gather together and do something very special in a particularly welcoming 
venue. The past two NCCOC State Conventions have been held on cruise ships. This time, we 
wanted to stay “home” and thus we looked at a variety of great places from mountains to the 
coast. We selected the High Hampton Inn and Country Club which has a fantastic reputation for 
being a most welcoming and luxurious mountain locale, with great dining, amenities and many 
opportunities for great exploring (www.highhamptoninn.com) We’re planning on lots of cama-
raderie and just a small amount of quarterly business time. This event is for ALL MOAA mem-
bers and their families and friends with a goal of Connecting, Learning and Building our or-
ganization and certainly making wonderful memories. We’re on the National MOAA calendar 
and have invited a great group of Very Special People to join us from MOAA and the Great 
State of North Carolina.  

REGISTRATION FORM  
Member Name_______________________________________________ Name on 
Badge____________________  
Spouse/Guest Name___________________________________________ Name on 
Badge____________________  
Address_____________________________________City, State, 
Zip______________________________________  
Telephone 
Home____________________Cell_____________________Email_______________________
________  
Dietary Restrictions ___________________________Accessibility Require-
ments___________________________  
Prices: Couple or 2 sharing room $979/Single $849. Price includes room, all meals, taxes, fees 
and gratuities.  
Deposit of $100 / per couple or $50 for single - due 25 January 2015. The balance will be 
due 15 March 2015.  

Please make checks payable to : MOAA/NCCOC  
Mail to the NCCOC Treasurer: COL Ed Baisden USA (Ret)  

2000 Country Club Court, Sanford, NC 27332  
Please contact COL Jeri Graham USA (Ret) with any questions or concerns at (910) 616-
3487 or  
email: jigrahamusa@gmail.com Please check www.moaa-nc.org for information and up-
dates.  

North Carolina State 
Convention Registration Form 

11-14 June 2015 
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The 2015 MOAA North Carolina Council of Chapters Biennial Statewide Convention takes 
place from 11-14 June 2015 at the High Hampton Inn and Country Club, Cashiers, NC. The 
NCCOC would like to provide an opportunity for a NC National Guardsman to participate in 
this Convention at NO COST. 
 
     Specific components of this initiative include: 
 
     NCNG applicant must have been deployed in support of either OIF/OEF and remain active 
with the NCNG during the Convention period. 
 
     Applicant must be in good standing and have the endorsement of the local unit Commander. 
It is understood that critical mission always comes first. An alternate name will be drawn. 
 
     A drawing is the mechanism for selection of the winner of this no cost convention. The 
drawing will take place on 14 February 2015. Notification of the winner and alternate will fol-
low. 
 
     This will be a complimentary convention for the winner and immediate family. The package 
includes: lodging, meals, and gratuities. Mileage per POV is also included. 
 
     Information and application form regarding this initiative will be found on the NCCOC web-
site, 
www.moaa-nc.org as well as through NCNG Association communication modalities. 
 
     The suspense for receiving applications is 5 February 2015. 
 
     Mailing Address: COL Jeri I. Graham USA (Ret.) 
     2000 Country Club Court, Sanford, NC 27332 
 
      The President of the NCNG Association will receive a list of names for the drawing NLT 10 
February 2015. 
      Financial support for this initiative will come from donations to this project. 
      Arrangements will be coordinated by the President, NCCOC in coordination with the Presi-
dent, NC NG Association, the winner and the winner’s unit Chain of Command. 
COL Jeri I. Graham USA (Ret), President, North Carolina Council of Chapters 

www.moaa-nc.org                  jigrahamusa@gmail.com                       (910) 616.3487 
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                                              Deployed NCNG Appreciation Initiative  
APPLICATION FOR DRAWING FOR A COMPLIMENTARY NCCOC CONVENTION 
FOR TWO/Family  
 
1. In recognition of past and present deployed NC NG personnel, the MOAA NC Council of 
Chapters is organizing a complimentary NCCOC Convention for two /family. This event will 
take place 11-14 June 2015 at the High Hampton Inn and Country Club, Cashiers, NC. There 
are several requirements for you to meet in order for your name to be placed “in the hat” for our 
drawing. You need to have been deployed in support of OIF or OED and will still be active in 
the NC NG through the dates of the Convention. You need to have the endorsement of your unit 
Commander. The complimentary package includes lodging, meals, gratuities and mileage to 
and from the event to your home.  
 
2. Applications must be received NLT 5 February 2015. The drawing will be performed by the 
President of the NCCOC on 14 February 2015. The winner and an alternate name will be con-
tacted by the NCCOC President after the President of the NCNG Association has been notified.  
 
3. a. Applicant’s Name (Last, First, Middle Name) and Rank:  
b. Mailing Address:  
c. Personal email address:  
d. Best Phone #:  
e. Unit:  
f. OIF___ OEF___  
 
4. Unit Commander Information:  
a. Name:  
B. Rank 
 
The applicant is in good standing in the NCNG and will be available during the time period of  
travel and Convention, and has my endorsement for this initiative.  
Signature and Date:_____________________________________________________________ 
  
Mail to : COL Jeri Graham USA (Ret)  
              2000 Country Club Court 
              Sanford, NC 27332  
or email to: jigrahamusa@gmail.com  
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Win a Perfect Beach Week 

at the Snapper Lane Coastal Retreat 

and support a National Guard Family at the 

NCCOC State Biennial Convention, 11-14 June 2015 

 
 Hosts – COLs Jeri Graham and Ed Baisden USA (Ret.) 

1306 Snapper Lane,  Carolina Beach, NC 

Sleeps 8 including sleeping porch 

Gorgeous accessible design with private elevator 

Sleeping porch with double size Futon 

Pet friendly 

Two very short blocks to the ocean 

Outdoor gas grill on deck 

Choice of 15-22  or 22-29 August 2015 

Drawing on 15 March 2015  

 

*****Value - $1,000 (includes cleaning fee, linens and pet de-

posit) 

 

Ticket Donations:  1 for $10, 12 for $100.  Checks payable to 

NCCOC – MOAA 

THANK YOU!!!!                        Questions?  910.616.3487 

 



North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd, New Bern, 

NC  28560 

 

Address Correction Requested 

     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website www.moaa-nc.org.  Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter 
by E-mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  
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